
Orlando Sentinel, The (FL) - Sunday, April 12, 1992 

COMEDIAN SAM KINISON KILLED IN HEAD-ON CRASH A PICKUP 

TRUCK HIT KINISON'S CAR, KILLING HIM AND INJURING HIS 

WIFE. THE TEEN DRIVER OF THE TRUCK WAS ARRESTED. 

Comedian Sam Kinison, known for his manic, foul-mouthed stand-up routines, was killed 

in a head-on car crash in the California desert, and the teen-age driver who hit him was 

arrested on manslaughter charges, police said Saturday. 

 

Kinison, 38, a Pentecostal preacher before he took up comedy, was killed instantly Friday 

night when a pickup truck swerved into his Pontiac Trans-Am on a darkened highway 

near Needles, Calif., 250 miles east of Los Angeles. 

 

Kinison's publicist, Florence Troutman, said the comedian's wife of one week, Malika, 

was seriously injured and was taken to a hospital in Needles. 

 

An 18-year-old passenger of the pickup suffered minor injuries. 

 

The driver, a 17-year-old youth from Las Vegas, was charged with vehicular manslaughter and was being held 

by juvenile authorities. Police said the teen-ager was trying to pass other traffic when he collided with 

Kinison's car. 

 

Beer cans were found strewn on the highway near the wreckage. Troutman said they did not come from 

Kinison's car. 

 

Kinison and his wife were married April 5 and had just returned from their honeymoon in Hawaii. 

 

Kinison was twice divorced. He often hung out with heavy-metal rock musicians and sometimes joked on stage 

about his history of drug and alcohol abuse. But he said he gave up drugs in 1990 and had cut back on his 

drinking. 

 

Kinison was best known for his crazed, high-pitched and sometimes profane brand of comedy. He delighted in 

antics such as showing how Jesus might have reacted while being nailed to the cross, a routine that allowed 

Kinison to demonstrate his trademark scream. He sparked controversy with his gleeful bashing of women, 

homosexuals and religion. 

 

Kinison was on his way to a sold-out show at the Riverside Resort Hotel and Casino in Laughlin, Nev. 

 

Born in Peoria, Ill., Kinison joined the ministry in his early 20s. After seven years as a preacher, he became a 

stand-up comic. 

 

Kinison gained popularity from his appearances on Saturday Night Live, The Tonight Show with Johnny Carson 

and Late Night with David Letterman. 

 

He appeared in the 1986 hit movie Back to School, starring comedian Rodney Dangerfield, and most recently 

co-starred in Fox Television's short-lived series Charlie Hoover. 

 



 

 

 

 

 


